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FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF THE STATEMENT ISSUED BY ATTORNEY 
GENERAL PAUL ADDERLEY: QUOTE 

DURING THE PAST MONTHS, THE BAHAMAS HAS BEEN SUBJECTED TO A 
CONSIDERABLE AMOUNT OF ILL-INFORMED COMMENT BOTH INSIDE AND 
OUTSIDE THE BAHAMAS IN CONNECTION WITH THE EFFORTS WHICH HAVE 
SO FAR BEEN MADE BY THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
TO SECURE THE RETURN OF MR. ROBERT L. VESCO TO THAT COUNTRY. 

MOST, IF NOT ALL OF THIS COMMENTS HAS BY ACCIDENT OR DESIGN 
BEEN CALCULATED TO CONVEY THE IMPRESSION THAT THE JUDICIARY 
IN THE BAHAMAS HAS IN SOME WAY BEEN AT FAULT OR INDEED HAS 
IMPROPERLY CONSPIRED TO REFUSE TO HAVE HIM RETURNED TO THE 
UNITED STATES. 

AS THE SUBJECT OF EXTRADITION IS A MATTER FOR WHICH I HAVE 
RESPONSIBILITY, I HAVE TO CORRECT SUCH ILL-INFORMED COMMENT 
WHICH MAY REFLECT UNFAVOURABLY ON THE JUDICIARY IN THE BAHAMAS 
AND MAKE PUBLIC SUCH FACTS AS ARE IN MY POSSESSION WHICH WILL 
CORRECT SUCH MISCONCEPTION. EXTRADITION IS A JUDICIAL, NOT 
A POLITICAL EXERCISE. 
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THE MATTER OF EXTRADITION BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND THE 
BAHAMAS IS BASED ON LONG-ESTABLISHED PRACTICE AND PRECEDENT 
AND IS REGULATED BY THE EXTRADITION TREATY BETWEEN THE UNITED 
KINGDOM AND THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, DATED DECEMBER 22, 

1931 AND WHICH WAS RATIFIED IN LONDON ON AUGUST 4, 1932. 

UPON THE INDEPENDENCE OF THE BAHAMAS ON JULY 10, 1973, THE 
BAHAMAS SUCCEEDED TO THIS TREATY AND THEREBY AGREED TO BE 
BOUND BY ITS TERMS IN ITS RELATIONS WITH THE UNITED STATES. 

THE PROCESS OF INITIATING THE EXTRADITION OF A PERSON IS COM- 
MENCED BY A REQUISITION FOR SURRENDER FROM ONE GOVERNMENT TO 
ANOTHER. THEREAFTER, THE PROCESS IS A MATTER FOR THE JUDI- 
CIARY. THE REQUEST MAY BE FOLLOWED BY THE ISSUANCE OF A WAR- 
RANT FOR THE ARREST, THE ARREST AND THE HEARING OF SUCH EVI- 
DENCE AS IS PRODUCED IN A MAGISTRATE'S COURT. IT IS THEN FOR 
THE COURT TO DETERMINE WHETHER THERE IS SUFFICIENT EVIDENCE 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE LAWS OF THE BAHAMAS TO JUSTIFY EXTRA- 
DITION. 

IN ACCORDANCE WITH THIS PROCEDURE WITH REGARD TO MR. VESCO, 

A REQUEST FOR HIS ARREST ALLEGING A CHARGE OF FRAUD WAS MADE 
TO THE GOVERNOR OF THE BAHAMAS DATED JUNE 9, 1973 ON BEHALF 
OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
FOR HIS EXTRADITION TO THE UNITED STATES. 

ON JUNE 15, 1973, THE GOVERNOR DIRECTED AN ORDER TO THE CHIEF 
MAGISTRATE, WILTON E. HERCULES, RQUIRING THE ISSUANCE OF A 
WARRANT FOR THE ARREST OF ROBERT L. VESCO "PROVIDED THAT THE 
CONDITIONS OF THE EXTRADITION ACT. 1870 RELATING TO THE ISSUE 
OF SUCH WARRANT ARE IN YOUR JUDGEMENT COMPLIED WITH." 

ON JUNE 21, 1973, THE CHIEF MAGISTRATE INFORMED THE GOVERNOR 
BY LETTER THAT IN HIS JUDGEMENT HE HAD NOT BEEN GIVEN SUFFICIENT 
INFORMATION AND NO EVIDENCE WAS SUPPLIED TO HIM TO JUSTIFY 
HIS ISSUING A WARRANT. THE CHIEF MAGISTRATE, ACTING IN HIS 
DISCRETION. REQUESTED THAT HE BE SUPPLIED WITH SUCH INFORMA 
TION AND EVIDENCE WHICH WOULD SATISFY HIM THAT A WARRANT OUGHT 
TO BE ISSUED. 

ON JUNE 22, 1973, THE GOVERNOR COMMUNICATED THIS INFORMATION 
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TO THE UNITED STATES CONSUL GENERAL, AND THERE THE MATTER HAS 
REMAINED SINCE. NO FURTHER COMMUNICATION HAS BEEN RECEIVED 
BY THE BAHAMAS GOVERNMENT FROM THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT. 

UNQUOTE. 
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